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C. In the course of the contact, the revenue 
agent shows the Schedule C to the third 
party witness. This disclosure is not author-
ized under section 6103(k)(6). Section 
6103(k)(6) permits disclosure only of return 
information, not the return (including sched-
ules and attachments) itself. If necessary, a 
revenue agent may disclose return informa-
tion extracted from a return when ques-
tioning a third party witness. Thus, the rev-
enue agent could have extracted the amount 
of cost of goods sold from the Schedule C and 
disclosed that amount to the third party wit-
ness. 

Example 3. A special agent is conducting a 
criminal investigation of a taxpayer, a doc-
tor, for tax evasion. Notwithstanding the 
records provided by the taxpayer and the 
taxpayer’s bank, the special agent decided to 
obtain information from the taxpayer’s pa-
tients to verify amounts paid to the tax-
payer for his services. Accordingly, the spe-
cial agent sent letters to the taxpayer’s pa-
tients to verify these amounts. In the let-
ters, the agent disclosed that he was a spe-
cial agent with IRS–CI and that he was con-
ducting a criminal investigation of the tax-
payer. Section 6103(k)(6) permits these dis-
closures (including the special agent dis-
closing his affiliation with CI and the nature 
of the investigation) to confirm the tax-
payer’s income. The decision whether to 
verify information already obtained is a 
matter of investigative judgment and is not 
limited by section 6103(k)(6). 

Example 4. Corporation A requests a pri-
vate letter ruling (PLR) as to the tax con-
sequences of a planned transaction. Corpora-
tion A has represented that it is in compli-
ance with laws administered by Agency B 
that may relate to the tax consequences of 
the proposed transaction. Further informa-
tion is needed from Agency B relating to pos-
sible tax consequences. Under section 
6103(k)(6), the IRS may disclose Corporation 
A’s return information to Agency B to the 
extent necessary to obtain information from 
Agency B for the purpose of properly consid-
ering the tax consequences of the proposed 
transaction that is the subject of the PLR. 

(e) Effective date. This section is ap-
plicable on July 11, 2006. 

[T.D. 9274, 71 FR 38986, July 11, 2006, as 
amended by 71 FR 60827, Oct. 17, 2006; 71 FR 
61833, Oct. 19, 2006] 

§ 301.6103(k)(9)–1 Disclosure of returns 
and return information relating to 
payment of tax by credit card and 
debit card. 

Officers and employees of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service may disclose to 
card issuers, financial institutions, or 
other persons such return information 

as the Commissioner deems necessary 
in connection with processing credit 
card and debit card transactions to ef-
fectuate payment of tax as authorized 
by § 301.6311–2. Officers and employees 
of the Internal Revenue Service may 
disclose such return information to 
such persons as the Commissioner 
deems necessary in connection with 
billing or collection of the amounts 
charged or debited, including resolu-
tion of errors relating to the credit 
card or debit card account as described 
in § 301.6311–2(d). 

[T.D. 8969, 66 FR 64742, Dec. 14, 2001] 

§ 301.6103(l)–1 Disclosure of returns 
and return information for pur-
poses other than tax administra-
tion. 

(a) Definition. For purposes of apply-
ing the provisions of section 6103(l) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, the term 
agent includes a contractor. 

(b) Effective date. This section is ap-
plicable January 6, 2004. 

[T.D. 9111, 69 FR 507, Jan. 6, 2004] 

§ 301.6103(l)(2)–1 Disclosure of returns 
and return information to Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation for 
purposes of research and studies. 

(a) General rule. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 6103(l)(2) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code and subject to the re-
quirements of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, officers and employees of the In-
ternal Revenue Service may disclose 
returns and return information (as de-
fined by section 6103(b)) to officers and 
employees of the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corporation for purposes of, but 
only to the extent necessary in, con-
ducting research and studies author-
ized by title IV of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974. 

(b) Procedures and restrictions. Disclo-
sure of returns or return information 
by officers or employees of the Service 
as provided by paragraph (a) of this 
section will be made only upon written 
request to the Commissioner of Inter-
nal Revenue by the Executive Director 
of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration describing the returns or re-
turn information to be disclosed, the 
taxable period or date to which such 
returns or return information relates, 
and the purpose for which the returns 
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